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I. GENERAL CONDITIONS

CONDITIONS OF ADMISSION

The 73™ Geneva Competition is open to all pianists born after 8 November 1988, regardless of gender or
nationality. There are no exceptions to this rule.

Candidates who have already won a first Prize at one of the earlier Geneva Competitions are not
allowed to enter for the same discipline again.

REGISTRATION

Application deadline is May 4%, 2018. Candidates must register directly on our website
www.concoursgeneve.ch

Registrations will only be considered as final until the following documents have been received
(please send attachments in high definition):

- An official confirmation of the candidate’s age (copy of birth certificate or passport).

- Abrief resume (studies, schools, teachers, professional activities, prizes).

- Two different and recent colour photographs in high definition (300dpi).

- Arecent (less than 12 months) video recording with the programme of the preliminary round -
Technical specifications described in the following article.

- Therecording must be accompanied by a certificate attesting its authenticity and integrity, signed
by a professor or by the technician who made the video recording. This letter must indicate the
place and the date of the recording of each piece.

For all questions or issues regarding registration, please contact us at the following address:
application@concoursgeneve.ch
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TECHNICAL DATA FOR VIDEO RECORDING

FORMAT:

Recent (less than 12 months) and high-quality file, containing the required programme for the
preliminary audition only (no YouTube files).

In case of difficulty sending the file via our online application portal, it is also possible to copy it onto
a DVD, and to send it by the post or another transfer service. In both cases, please specify it in the
application form.

RECORDING:

a) Pieces must be recorded in their entirety and must be UNEDITED (no cuts). Microphones should be
positioned at a distance allowing to obtain a good sound quality. The video must be filmed from the
side, using a fixed and wide camera angle; pianists’ hands and face must always remain visible.

b) Movements must be separated and indexed (compulsory).

c) Public recordings are accepted if they meet the recording conditions stated above.

REGISTRATION FEE

AMOUNT OF THE FEE:

The registration fee for the 2018 Geneva Competition is CHF 250 (two hundred and fifty Swiss
francs) payable in a single instalment.

CONDITIONS OF PAYMENT:

- By credit card (Visa or Eurocard / Mastercard) directly on our website.
- Or by bank transfer (in this case, candidates must send us a copy of payment with their application
form).

Details of the bank:

Banque Cantonale de Genéve
Quai de l'lle 17

Case postale 2251

CH -1211 Genéve 2

Swift N° BCGECHGG

IBAN N° CH 33 0078 8000 S 07761195
Account N° S 776.11.95

Clearing N° 788

Account holder Concours de Genéve

Cheques are not accepted.
The registration fee is refundable under no circumstances.
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ACCOMMODATION, MEAL & TRANSPORT EXPENSES, INSURANCE

ACCOMODATION:

The Friends Committee of the Geneva Competition Association offers free single-room accommodation
with host families, upon request of candidates and depending on the spaces available. The candidate
must contact her/his family at least two weeks before the beginning of the competition. Past this
deadline, the family will be attributed to another candidate. Family members or friends of the candidate
can in no way benefit from this accommodation (except upon justified request).

Genevan families host candidates voluntarily. It is therefore requested that candidates observe basic
rules of politeness, education and good manners.

MEALS:

Candidates receive two meal vouchers a day from the time of their arrival and so long as they are still in
the Competition. Worth 20 Swiss Francs each (non-cumulative), these meal vouchers are valid in
specified partner restaurants situated near competition venues.

Once eliminated from the Competition, candidates who wish to stay on in Geneva must pay for their
own accommodation (except prior agreement with host families).

TRANSPORT:

During the official registration day in Geneva, candidates receive a pass that they must keep with them
throughout the Competition. This document constitutes their “Competition ID” in sorts, and provides
access to public competition rounds as well as a free ticket for the Final. Furthermore, this pass
provides free use of the Geneva public transport system throughout the competition.

TRAVEL EXPENSES:

The Geneva Competition refunds 50% of travel expenses to candidates who reach the final rounds
(starting at the semi-final round), unless they come from Switzerland or from within a 300 km radius of
Geneva. The maximum refundable sum is CHF 700 (economy class plane ticket, 2nd class train ticket or
the equivalent of the latter for a car journey).

INSURANCE:

The Geneva Competition is not accountable for the costs of candidates’ illness and/or accident during
their stay in Geneva.
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THE COMPETITION

PRELIMINARY ROUND:

The purpose of the preliminary selections based on video recordings is to eliminate candidates who are
not up to the standards required to take part in the public rounds of the Competition. This preliminary
phase takes place in camera in the presence of a preliminary jury, whose five members include at least
two members of the official Jury of the 2018 piano competition. It is held in a studio guaranteeing the
best possible technical conditions. The names of the selected candidates will be published on our
website before 30 June 2018. They will be personally advised and will receive an official invitation by 30
June 2018, which specifies the time and place they are expected to arrive in Geneva.

OFFICIAL REGISTRATION OF THE SELECTED CANDIDATES

It is mandatory that candidates be present at the time fixed for the day of official registration
(derogations may exceptionally be granted for justified reasons). It takes place in two stages:

A. Official registration (between 9am and 2pm):

The official invitation sent in June specifies the place and time they should arrive in Geneva. Candidates
will have to present the official invitation, as well as their passport. Their participation in the
competition will become definitive after the official registration.

B. Draw (4 pm):

An overall draw will be organised after the official registration to determine the order in which
candidates will perform throughout the competition.

If a case of absolute necessity should prevent a candidate from being present at this session, he or she
must justify their absence without delay. At the candidate’s express request, a person designated by the
candidate or a representative of the Geneva Music Competition will draw a number in her/his stead. The
candidate is then kindly requested to contact the secretariat immediately regarding the day and time
when she/he must be ready for the first-round performance before the jury.

The order established by the draw cannot be changed, except in exceptional cases. In any case, the
Competition management is solely entitled to take such a decision.

Generally speaking, the Competition undertakes to follow the schedule established for each candidate
after the draw. Likewise, each candidate, once the order and timing are known, is under obligation to
arrive in due time, according to the schedule they have been given.

PUBLIC ROUNDS:

The Competition consists of the following stages:

- First Round: Recital |

- Second Round: Recital ll

- Third Round: Semi-Final

- Fourth Round: Final round with orchestra

Results are announced after each round. Decisions of the jury are final.
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Il. PRIZES AND AWARDS

OFFICIAL PRIZES

The Geneva Competition offers the following official prizes:

1 Prize  CHF20,000.- (= approx. € 18,500.-)
2" Prize  CHF12,000.- (=approx. € 11,000.-)
- 39Prize  CHF8,000.- (=approx. € 7,350.-)

SPECIAL PRIZES

- A Breguet watch will be presented to the winner of a First Prize
- Audience Prize: CHF 1,500.-

- Young Audience Prize: CHF 1,000.-

- Students Prize: CHF 1,000.-

-« Georges Leibenson » Special Prize : CHF 3,000.-

-« Paul Streit » Special Prize: CHF 3'000.-

The Audience Prize is awarded by the audience at the Final performance.

The Young Audience Prize is awarded by young students of partner schools.

The Students Prize is awarded by students in musicology and of partner Universities of Music.
The « Georges Leibenson » Special Prize is awarded freely by the Jury.

The « Paul Streit» Special Prize is awarded to a particularly deserving pianist.

PRIZE-GIVING CEREMONY

The prizes, awards and diplomas signed by the President of the Jury as well as the President and the
Secretary-General of the Geneva Music Competition, will be presented to Laureates during the prize-
giving ceremony, which takes place at the end of the Final.

RECORDINGS

The final rounds (semi-final and final rounds) will be filmed, recorded and broadcast live (radio and
video streaming). The Geneva Competition reserves the right to select excerpts from the recordings of
prize-winners' performances for the production of a CD at the end of the year. Candidates selected for
the final rounds — Semi-Final and Finals — will receive a recording of their performance. This recording
must under no circumstances be distributed in any form without prior agreement of the Competition.
Candidates shall answer to other parties involved for any abusive use of these recordings.

Prize-winners waive all and any rights to audio/video recordings as well as radio/television/internet
broadcasts of public sessions of the Geneva Competition.
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CAREER DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME

In addition to its official prizes, the Geneva Competition offers a career development programme,
providing precious support and advice to help boost laureates' careers. The programme includes two
years of concert management, as well as CD recordings, international tours, a festival and professional
workshops.

The programme is coordinated by the Geneva Competition’s official concert agency: Promusica-
Geneéve.

Prize-winners engage themselves to honour the various engagements offered to them within the two
years following the end of the Competition.
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. JURY

The appointment of the 7 Jury members is the sovereign responsibility of the Artistic Committee of the
Competition. Members are chosen for their international recognition in the music world, regardless of
any racial, ideological, political or linguistic considerations.

EXCERPT OF JURY RULES:

The Geneva Music Competition has a strict set of rules by which juries must abide. These include both
general rules and voting procedures that change in accordance with the various stages of the
competition. Here are a few defining features:

- The preliminary round consists in the viewing of video recordings sent by candidates. At least two
members of the final jury take part in the preliminary jury.

- The Jury abstains from voting for candidates that have been their students on a regular basis
during the two years preceding the competition, or that will become their students within the six
months following the competition. This rule is no longer applicable during the final round.

- Members of the Jury are forbidden to communicate with participants or those close to them during
the entire competition. They are required to respect the principle of confidentiality.

- The President of the Jury votes in the same way as the other members. In the event of a tie, his vote
counts for two.

- Official prizes are attributed in two phases: first of all, the Jury establishes a ranking of finalists, then
decides whether or not the best amongst them deserves a First Prize.

- All prizes are not necessarily awarded.

MEMBERS OF 2018 PIANO JURY:

- Joaquin Achucarro, Spain, President
- Hortense Cartier-Bresson, France

- Peter Donohoe, Great Britain

- Keiltoh, Japan

- Bjoérn Lehmann, Germany

- Cédric Pesciaq, Switzerland

- Andrei Pisarev, Russia

From the end of the first round on, two or three jury members will remain available to candidates who
have not passed to the next round of the competition, in order to provide feedback on their
performance.

The juries’ deliberations are governed by internal regulations. Their decisions are final and there is no
right of appeal.
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IV. MISCELANEOUS

PROGRAMME

Candidates are required to send their programme prior to the final deadline of 4 May 2018. Nonetheless,
changes can still be made within one month of receiving the invitation, up until 30 July 2018. Past that
date, no changes may be made to the programme, unless these were to be specifically required by the
Artistic Committee of the Competition.

COMPULSORY PIECE

A compulsory piece has been commissioned by a Swiss composer. It will be sent to candidates selected
to participate in the competition, along with the official invitation, by 30 June 2018. The compulsory
piece is to be performed during the first round.

MUSICAL SCORES

Candidates must present themselves at the official registration with their musical scores. Candidates
are expected to use the original musical scores of the works they perform. The Geneva Music
Competition cannot be deemed responsible for any fraud that might be committed by a candidate in
this field (such as the public use of illegal copies).

ACCOMPANISTS

The Geneva Competition provides candidates with a wind quartet for the semi-final round (Mozart). A
rehearsal is planned before the semi-final round.

PIANO

The Geneva Competition provides an official piano for the competition (Steinway & Sons, Hamburg).
Candidates may try it out prior to the first round.
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V. CALENDAR & COMPETITION PROGRAMME

CALENDAR 2018:

4 May

1-12-13 June
27 October

28 October
29-31 October
1-2 November
4-5 November

8 November

Application deadline

Video selections (preliminary round)

Official registration of the candidates - drawing lots
Try-outs for the competition’s official piano

1% round: Recital |

2" round: Recital Il

3"round: Semi-final

4% round: Final with orchestra

PROGRAMME:

All pieces must be performed by heart, except for the compulsory piece and the contemporary piece
(Recital 11), as well as the chamber music work. Candidates may choose the order in which they wish to
perform their programme during each round.

A. Preliminary round - video recording

e J.S.Bach: a choice of the following pieces:

o

o O O O

Preludes & Fugues (Well-Tempered Clavier) BWV846 — BWV893
Partitas (min. 3 movements) BWV825 - BWV831

Toccatas BWV910 - BWV916

English Suites (min. 3 movements) BWV 806 — BWV811

French Suites (min. 3 movements) BWV 812 - BWV817

e F.Chopin or F. Liszt: ONE Etude at choice
Chopin: Etudes Op. 10 or Etudes Op. 25
Liszt: Transcendental Etudes S.139 OR
Etude de Paganini S. 141

e Third piece at free choice (for piano solo)

The works chosen for the preliminary round may be performed again during the competition.

10
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B. Recital I: (max. 40 candidates - max. 30 min.)

e One work at choice by one of the following composers:

o J.Brahms

o F.Chopin

o F.Schubert
o R.Schumann

e A classical piece at choice from the following list:
o W.A.Mozart: Rondo in D Maj. KV 485 (5)
o J.Haydn: Variations in F min. Hob. XVII/6 (16")
o L.v.Beethoven: Andante in F Maj. WoO 57 (8')

e Compulsory work commissioned from a Swiss composer (max. 10’)

C. Recital ll: (max. 16 candidates — max. 45 min.)

e A Sonata by Beethoven at free choice
e A work by Claude Debussy (approx. 10 min.) at free choice.
e A piece composed after 1950, at choice from the included list.

D. Semi final round: (max. 8 candidates —-max. 60 min.)

The programme is divided into two parts. Order of performance at free choice of the candidates:

e W.A Mozart's Quintet KV 452 for piano, oboe, clarinet, horn and bassoon (25 min.)

e The rest of the programme is at free choice. Works already performed in other rounds may
not be repeated (except those included in the preliminary round). Determining factors
include originality, choice of repertoire and variety.

E. Final round with orchestra (3 finalists)

At choice, one of the following concertos:

Ludwig van Beethoven
Ludwig van Beethoven
Ludwig van Beethoven
Béla Bartok

Johannes Brahms
Johannes Brahms
Frédéric Chopin
Frédéric Chopin

Franz Liszt

Franz Liszt

Serge Prokofiev

Serge Prokofiev
Maurice Ravel

Camille Saint-Saéns
Camille Saint-Saéns
Robert Schumann

Concerto n°3in C minor Op. 37
Concerto n°4 in G Major Op. 58
Concerto n°5 in Eb Major Op. 73
Concerton® 3 Sz 119

Concerto n°1in D minor Op.15
Concerto n°2 in Bb Major Op. 83
Concerto n°1in E minor
Concerto n°2in F minor
Concerto n°1in Eb Major
Concerto n® 2in A Major
Concerto n®2in G minor Op. 16
Concerto n® 3 in C Major Op. 26
Concertoin G

Concerto n®2in G minor Op. 22
Concerto n® 4 in C minor Op. 44
Concerto in A minor Op. 54

Orchestre de la Suisse Romande, direction NN

11
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List of contemporary works at choice for the Recital Il

Luciano Berio
*William Blank
Pierre Boulez
Pierre Boulez

Elliot Carter

Unsuk Chin

Henri Dutilleux
Beat Furrer
Stefano Gervasoni
Gyoérgy Kurtag
Michael Levinas
Gyorgy Ligeti
Olivier Messiaen
Rebecca Saunders
Salvatore Sciarrino
Karlheinz Stockhausen
*Stefan Wirth
Yannis Xenakis

Sequenza IV

Lightnings

12 Notations

1°" Sonate

Caténaires

3 Etudes & choix

3 Préludes

Voicelessness. The Snow Has No Voice
Studio di disabitudine

8 Klavierstlcke Op. 3

Trois Etudes

3 Etudes a choix

Petites esquisses d'oiseaux
Shadow

une Sonate pour piano
Klavierstick IX

Faims Il

Evryali

* Musical scores available at the office of the Geneva Competition
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